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The BK5K Road Race is an annual five kilometer road race organized to honor Bob Kierlin, founder of Fastenal Company and lifelong supporter of youth programs. This event is intended to provide a competitive road race for athletes of all abilities who desire to challenge themselves to pursue their best effort. All proceeds from the event and other fundraising efforts will go to various area youth organizations and youth programs who have demonstrated positive youth development. Awards will be dispersed by the BK5K Youth Fund Committee, in partnership with the Winona Community Foundation.

Grant applications will be evaluated on a competitive basis considering need, quality of application, fiscal viability, and benefits to youth development. To be eligible to receive grant funding, your organization or program must be a nonprofit 501(c)(3) agency (or have a fiscal sponsor) serving youth 18 years and younger.  Public, private, and charter schools are also eligible. Grants up to $5,000 will be prioritized first. We will also consider a large project grants up to $75,000 with remaining funds. In order to apply, complete the following application and ensure that all questions are answered completely. Requests submitted by letter in place of completing the application form will be disqualified. Applications are due by Monday, September 30, 2024.

Award preference is given to grants requesting capital equipment or specific program funding. Please provide clarity and reasoning for the funding.  The following items will not be considered for funding: general operating expenses, staff salary/training, travel/trips, and scholarships. Proposals that do not include a clear cost breakdown and proof of cost will also not be considered.

Completed grants and questions regarding your proposal can be submitted to: 

BK5K Youth Fund
bk5kgrants@fastenal.com


2024 BK5K Youth Fund Grant Application (KS)
Grant Application Due Date:  Monday, September 30, 2024


ORGANIZATION/SCHOOL PROGRAM INFORMATION:
Organization Name:  Turner Elementary 
Program Name (if applicable):  K- 5 STEM at Turner Elementary
Tax ID Number (EIN):  48-0679018
Address (full mailing address):  1800 S 55 Street, Kansas City, KS 66106
# of Employees/Volunteers:  85
# of Youth Served in Current Calendar Year:  600+
# of Youth Impacted by This Funding Request:  600+

Total Amount Requested:  $4980


APPLICANT CONTACT INFORMATION:
Name:  Leah Coffman
Title:  K- 5 STEM and Math Interventionist
Phone Number:  913-288-3400
Email Address:  Coffmanl@turnerusd202.org




REQUEST DETAILS:
Please limit the following narrative information to 2-3 pages.


1. Briefly describe your organization, school, or program, and explain why you are in need of funding.

Turner Elementary, one of four elementary schools in Turner School District (Kansas City, Kansas), has over 600 students. Turner School District serves a very diverse community, both culturally and socioeconomically. We are a Title I school district, with about 80% of our students qualifying for free and reduced school meals. 

Turner Elementary is located at 55th Street and Metropolitan Avenue and provides education to preschool through 5th grade students. Leah Coffman is a STEM teacher and Math Interventionist. She has been a teacher at Turner Elementary for 20 years. Turner Elementary is unique from the other elementary schools in that it has a STEM program that all students in kindergarten through 5th grade participate in. It is treated as a “specials”, or elective, class that students visit on a rotation schedule. When students attend STEM, it is a 55-minute class where they learn about coding, the engineering design process, STEM careers, and participate in many engaging STEM challenges throughout the year. This class allows students to think differently, experiment, fail, try again, and feel the success of solving problems. 

As an outstanding educator, Ms. Coffman was the first Kansas City area educator chosen to be in The Cosmosphere’s Launch Learning program. Through this program, each educator undergoes personal and professional development to influence and promote teaching STEM. They also receive resources and support from The Cosmosphere’s staff. You can learn more about this program and what it looks like in Ms. Coffman’s classroom here. 

Being a large school district in a low-socioeconomic community, our options for funding programs like a STEM lab are limited. Ms. Coffman has exhausted many resources to be able to provide materials, technology, and resources for students to utilize in the STEM lab. She has applied for and received many grants and donations over the years. Despite the honor of receiving these grants and donations, the Turner Elementary STEM classroom is behind in equipment, technology, and materials compared to STEM programs in more affluent communities where the funding for such activities is greater than in our district.

We want our students to have the same level of access and experience as students in neighboring districts, and so it is important for us to be able to receive grants such as this one that would allow us to buy more equipment and materials for students to learn on in our STEM classroom.




2. Who is the target youth population for this funding, and how does your organization/program benefit youth?

As stated above, Turner Elementary serves over 600 students, each of which would be impacted annually by new equipment in the STEM classroom. We are a Title I district with almost 80% of our students qualifying for free and reduced school meals. We are also culturally diverse (50% Hispanic, 29% White, 13% African American, 8% Other) and serve many students with special needs. 

Turner Elementary not only educates students, we also provide many services that promote and support student overall well-being and mental health. 


3. Please justify how the requested funds will be used. Provide an itemized list and cost breakdown detailing how the funds will be allocated. Be sure to provide proof of cost such as a vendor quote.

The funds will be used to purchase items for our STEM program, which all students participate in. 

ClicBots are very versatile and easy to use. Once students gain an understanding of how they work there are hundreds of robots they can build and program. This allows for high engagement, endless replay opportunities, and the ClicBot will grow with the students. 

“At its core, ClicBot is a modular robotic construction kit. You assemble the various parts in a virtually infinite array of configurations—you can make robots that walk, roll on motorized wheels, slither like a snake, grab things with a claw and more. Your bots can respond to motion sensors and even climb walls with suction cup feet. There are instructions for around 30 different robots right out of the box, but once your kid tries a couple of those, they’ll be mixing and matching parts to make their own creations.” https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbes-personal-shopper/2021/04/28/clicbot-review/

ClicBot Full kit……………2,880 (960 each x3)
ClicBot Standard kit……2,100 (700 each x3)
 Total………………………….4,980


4. How long do you expect the purchased items to last, and how do you plan to handle any ongoing maintenance costs, if applicable?

I plan on using these in the STEM program for several years. In researching these products, I learned that they are well made and are meant for long term use. 

Should the need arise, I plan to use funds from our district foundation which allows us to write small grants for our classrooms. 

5. Why is this requested need not part of your normal budget?

Our district budget covers the purchase of curricular materials, but any additional equipment or technology is not included due to budgetary limitations. While items such as textbooks, online programs, and typical classroom supplies are sufficient for many classrooms, a STEM lab and classroom requires modern, high-level, hands-on technology for the lessons to be relevant, interesting, and effective for student learning. 

While district and school administrators are very supportive of the STEM program at Turner Elementary, there are only so many funds in the budget, and it is simply not possible to be able to purchase expensive equipment and technology for elective courses. 




6. How will these funds benefit your organization/program and the youth you serve?

We are fortunate to have a STEM program that serves kindergarten through fifth grade students – not all schools are able to offer this program. We love to give the students many opportunities to problem solve and use the engineering design process. Having access to a ClicBot in our school would encourage design thinking and allow students to engage in critical thinking with hands-on experimenting, prototyping, and creating to meet challenges and solve problems. Students would be able to engage in design thinking protocols to identify needs and creatively craft solutions that serve others in their schools. 

ClicBots are incredibly user friendly and intuitive for all skill levels. Students can build a large variety of robots and have many ways to program them. The variety of ways to code them meet the needs of the of all the students and are highly engaging. This would be a great opportunity to give our students exposure to coding and programming robots to which they would not otherwise have access. 

What is ClicBot
https://keyirobot.com/pages/products-page

Review from Forbes
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbes-personal-shopper/2021/04/28/clicbot-review/



7. Tell us how a youth’s life has changed for the better as a result of your organization/program. (Be specific and tell a story.)

We have had the STEM lab in our building for 7 years. Having this class available reinforces the idea that STEM can be for anyone and how much STEM plays a part in our daily lives. 

This opportunity gives students that may not always feel successful in other areas the chance to feel successful in STEM. We are problem solving daily and looking at the challenges in different ways.  Last year, I had a student that often felt unsuccessful and got into trouble for bad choices in his general education class, but when he came to STEM class, he was successful. So much so that he was often the leader in his groups and the person that inspired the others to try new solutions for the challenge.  This happens often with many students. 

I had a group of 4 girls that worked together to build a cube satellite that flew on Perlan’s stratospheric glider in Argentina to measure temperature at high altitudes. They were very proud that they were able to be a part of something outside of our school. It was such a great experience for them. 


8. Has your organization/program previously received funding from the BK5K Youth Fund? If so, what years were you funded, and how were the funds utilized?

We have not received funds from your organization in the past. We would be completely honored to be selected this year. 






BUDGETARY INFORMATION:
Please complete the budgetary worksheet below specific to the organization, school, or program the funds are being used for.

	Item
	Cost ($)

	Total cost of the program/project the requested funds will be applied to:
	$5000 with the possibility of purchasing more ClicBot kits to add to the project

	Funding request from the BK5K Youth Fund:
	$4980

	Additional funding sources that are being pursued:
	This is a new project for our STEM program

	Other secured funding or matching sources:
	none

	Funding sources that have been reduced or eliminated:
	Public education funding is limited in, in general.

	How much do youth participants pay for this program?
	$0



In addition, please provide high-level estimates for the following pieces of information for your organization:
Program is funded through grants and donations. No building budget for STEM lab. 

	Organization/Program’s Total Budget for Last Fiscal Year

	Total income:
	$0

	Total expense:
	$0

	% of budget spent on fundraising:
	0%

	% of budget spent on management:
	0%

	% of budget spent on programs:
	0%



The above information submitted on behalf of my organization/program is true and accurately reflects our organization/program and its fiscal status. I have completed this grant proposal accurately and certify the proposal by my signature below.


Signature of Applicant: ________________________________________________ Date: ____________________

Signature of Board Chair/Principal: ________________________________ Date: ____________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________ Phone: _________________________
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